
i 
 

Teachers’ Strategies in Teaching Academic Writing: 

A Case Study at English Education Department of 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

 

 

A Skripsi 

Submitted to the Faculty of Language Education as a Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements to Obtain the Degree of Sarjana Pendidikan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dalliya Khodzirotul Qudsi 

2012 054 0034 

 

 

English Education Department 

Faculty of Language Education 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta 

2016 



 
 

ii 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

iii 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

iv 
 

Acknowledgement 

In the name of Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta’ala, the most beneficent, the most 

merciful. Firstly and primarily, the countless thanks and all praises are merely to 

Allah SWT who gives gracious mercy and tremendous blessing for me to 

accomplish this skripsi. Secondly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude 

and respect to my inspiring advisor, Ms.Sri Rejeki Murtiningsih S.Pd, M.Ed, Ph.D 

(Ms. Jackie) who have contributed and given the valuable evaluations, feedbacks, 

and suggestions during the completion of this study. I deeply thank for her 

guidance, motivation, patience and encouragement which enormously support me 

in finishing this skripsi. It’s such a great experience to be assisted by her during 

accomplishing this study. 

Thirdly, I also would like to address my deepest gratitude and respect to 

Ms.Noor Qomaria S.Pd, M.Hum and Mr.Andi Wirantaka S.Pd, M.Hum as my 

examiners in defense seminar who have generously provided suggestions and 

feedbacks constructively for this skripsi’s enhancement. I do appreciate their 

kindness during assisting me. I also sincerely thank to the participants of this 

study in which they are some EED lectures of UMY. Thanks for kindly 

discussing, reflecting, and sharing the fruitful knowledge and experiences. It 

means a lot for me and this skripsi’s completion. 

As well, I sincerely thank and appreciate to all the EED lectures of UMY 

who have generously taught and shared the infinite lessons and insight on English 

education and other beneficial lessons. Also, a lot of thanks are also addressed to 

all EED students of UMY batch 2012, especially class A who have been shared 

the happiness and kindness throughout my study at this department. 



 
 

v 
 

Most essentially, I would like to tremendously thank to all members of my 

family for encouraging me through ups and downs in accomplishing this skripsi. 

My deepest gratitude, love, and respect are intended to my dearest father, Ahmad 

Yazid Abshari (Alm), even he cannot see his lovely daughter graduate from her 

study, I deeply thank for his unconditional love, kindness, wise advices, and sweet 

memories. I also must say thank to my other half, my dearest mother and siblings, 

Juwariyah, Atho’illah Akbar, and Mellyna Zam Zammia. Thank you for 

endlessness loves, cares, encouragement, motivation, as well as both warm smiles 

and hugs to me up till now. This skripsi is dedicated for those kindhearted people. 

As well, I sincerely thank to my dearest ladies and boys, Ekna, Qonia, 

Kawai (Erlin, Anisa, Dewi, Tivani, Nur, Reni, Erni, and Lina), Opuliri (Oka, 

Putri, and Rini), KKN mates (Zelin, Dewi, Edi, Gigih, Rangga, and Ijul), ME 

(Aris, Ghofar, Nuh, and Teguh), and to my kindhearted buddy, Sulis. Thank you 

for staying by my side in whatever condition I am. I couldn’t ask anymore, Allah 

SWT has given me the sweetest life for having all of them throughout studying at 

UMY. Anyone who has helped me in the completion of this skripsi but not be 

directly mentioned yet here, I truly apologize for it, but I do appreciate any 

opinion, assistance, and suggestion for the improvement of this skripsi. 

I consider that this skripsi has not perfect yet. For this reason, anyone is 

welcome to give constructive thoughts, comments, and critics tactfully in response 

to the enhancement of this skripsi. Finally, may Allah SWT gives rewards for 

their kindheartedness. Amen. 

Sincerely, 

          Dalliya Khodzirotul Qudsi  



 
 

vi 
 

Abstract 

Academic writing, as one of writing genres in writing skill that is 

considered defining language learners’ success in both learning and career 

promotion, is being paid close attention to teachers and students. As a result, it 

remains a challenging task for teachers to employ some strategies regarding how 

to achieve enhanced results in teaching academic writing. Besides, many obstacles 

commonly hinder the teaching process. This study aims to investigate teachers’ 

strategies and the obstacles that were faced together with the solutions in teaching 

academic writing. The discussion is limited to focus on text and focus on process 

strategies. Focus on text strategies are teaching strategies which pay close 

attention to students’ knowledge on some linguistic features including text type, 

rhetorical convention, academic register, and linguistic accuracy. While focus on 

process strategies are teaching strategies which tend to emphasize on some stages 

in students’ writing process including pre-writing, planning, drafting, reviewing, 

and refinement. 

This study was conducted at English Education Department (EED) of 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY). The research design was 

qualitative and it specifically employed case study as a research method. The data 

was collected by in-depth interview. Three EED teachers of UMY were taken as 

the participants of this study, and they were chosen based on some criteria. First, 

they were teachers who had been teaching an academic writing subject within not 

less than two years. Second, they asked their students to write at least one kind of 

academic writings. Third, they were accessible and willing to talk, discuss, share, 

and reflect their ideas, knowledge, experiences, and thoughts. Member checking 
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was done to prove the data validity. The gathered data was analyzed using open, 

axial, and selective coding. 

The finding revealed that the strategies that were used by some EED 

teachers of UMY were teaching strategies that tend to focus on students’ 

awareness and understanding on some linguistic features (including text type, 

rhetorical convention, academic register, and linguistic accuracy) and students’ 

writing process (including pre-writing, planning, drafting, reviewing, and 

refinement). So, it indicates that the strategies used by some EED teachers of 

UMY refer to focus on text and focus on process strategies since they paid close 

attention on students’ knowledge on some linguistic features and students’ writing 

process during teaching academic writing. Another finding exposed that the 

obstacles that were faced by some EED teachers of UMY encompass five major 

problems. First, it was on students’ linguistic development which can be coped 

with giving feedback, involving brainstorming, and motivating students. Second, 

it was on students’ linguistic needs’ diversity which can be handled by giving 

feedback. Third, it was on the physical setting of classroom which can be deal 

with involving quiz and discussion. Fourth, it came from teachers’ time 

availability which can be coped with managing time better by teachers. Fifth, it 

came from the teaching focus division which also can be handled by managing 

time better by teachers. 

Keywords: writing skill, academic writing, teaching writing, teaching 

strategies, focus on text strategies, focus on process strategies, process approach, 

text approach, obstacles and solutions.  
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