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Abstract

Academic writing, as one of writing genres in writing skill that is
considered defining language learners’ success in both learning and career
promotion, is being paid close attention to teachers and students. As a result, it
remains a challenging task for teachers to employ some strategies regarding how
to achieve enhanced results in teaching academic writing. Besides, many obstacles
commonly hinder the teaching process. This study aims to investigate teachers’
strategies and the obstacles that were faced together with the solutions in teaching
academic writing. The discussion is limited to focus on text and focus on process
strategies. Focus on text strategies are teaching strategies which pay close
attention to students’ knowledge on some linguistic features including text type,
rhetorical convention, academic register, and linguistic accuracy. While focus on
process strategies are teaching strategies which tend to emphasize on some stages
in students’ writing process including pre-writing, planning, drafting, reviewing,
and refinement.

This study was conducted at English Education Department (EED) of
Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (UMY). The research design was
qualitative and it specifically employed case study as a research method. The data
was collected by in-depth interview. Three EED teachers of UMY were taken as
the participants of this study, and they were chosen based on some criteria. First,
they were teachers who had been teaching an academic writing subject within not
less than two years. Second, they asked their students to write at least one kind of
academic writings. Third, they were accessible and willing to talk, discuss, share,

and reflect their ideas, knowledge, experiences, and thoughts. Member checking
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was done to prove the data validity. The gathered data was analyzed using open,
axial, and selective coding.

The finding revealed that the strategies that were used by some EED
teachers of UMY were teaching strategies that tend to focus on students’
awareness and understanding on some linguistic features (including text type,
rhetorical convention, academic register, and linguistic accuracy) and students’
writing process (including pre-writing, planning, drafting, reviewing, and
refinement). So, it indicates that the strategies used by some EED teachers of
UMY refer to focus on text and focus on process strategies since they paid close
attention on students’ knowledge on some linguistic features and students” writing
process during teaching academic writing. Another finding exposed that the
obstacles that were faced by some EED teachers of UMY encompass five major
problems. First, it was on students’ linguistic development which can be coped
with giving feedback, involving brainstorming, and motivating students. Second,
it was on students’ linguistic needs’ diversity which can be handled by giving
feedback. Third, it was on the physical setting of classroom which can be deal
with involving quiz and discussion. Fourth, it came from teachers’ time
availability which can be coped with managing time better by teachers. Fifth, it
came from the teaching focus division which also can be handled by managing
time better by teachers.

Keywords: writing skill, academic writing, teaching writing, teaching
strategies, focus on text strategies, focus on process strategies, process approach,

text approach, obstacles and solutions.
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