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ABSTRACT

Background: There are some types of teaching materials that can be used by
lecturers in reading class, and one of them is authentic material. Authentic
material is considered to be interesting teaching material since it shows real-life
situation. This research aims to reveal the students’ perception on the use of
authentic material in reading class. The researcher was interested to investigate
kind of interesting authentic materials, advantages and challenges in using
authentic materials as teaching material in the classroom.

Purpose: This study’s purpose is to figure out the kind of interesting authentic
materials, advantages and challenges in using authentic materials as teaching
material in the classroom.

Methods: This research used descriptive qualitative research design. Therewith,
the interview was employed to collect the data. This research was conducted at
English Language Education Department of UMY batch 2016 with six
participants.

Results: The findings of this research showed that novel, film, and journal article
are interesting for students. Using authentic materials as teaching material is
interesting for the students in reading because they think that authentic materials
used by their lecturers are enjoyable. Besides that, participants stated that
authentic materials develop their vocabulary mastery, show cultural situation on
the other side of the world, develop their grammar and structure mastery, and
reveal some features that rarely appear in non-authentic material. On the other
hand, authentic materials contain difficult language and vocabulary, contain
difficult grammar structure, and too culturally biased.

Conclusion: English Language Education Department of UMY students are
interested in using novel and journal article as teaching media. In their opinion,
authentic materials have advantages and challenges for them in reading activity.
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Introduction

Developing reading skill requires
students to be able to comprehend the text
(Apsari, 2014). The foreign language
teachers normally use two kinds of learning

sources; textbooks and authentic texts.

According to Richards (2001),
textbooks are created for education purpose
only. The language of textbooks have
usually been modified and adjusted
according to the learning objectives and

level of learners and their ability

Authentic materials are used in the
real life. As Tomlison (1998) defined the
authentic materials as the materials which
are not written for language teaching
purposes since they are designed for the real

communication.

Since the English Language
Education Department (ELED) of
Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta University
aims to prepare good English teachers, it
certainly trains its students to have good

reading skills. In the first year, the students
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study about several subjects of basic skills in

language learning.

Based on the researcher’s
experience, in the teaching learning process,
authentic materials have been commonly
used in the first year of reading class in
ELED UMY. When having reading
activities, the lecturer involved the students
in reading the various kinds of authentic
texts. There were many different reactions
of students in that class. Some of the
students read the texts excitedly. Rest of
them read only few parts of the article, even
some of them did not read the article at all.
Considering the phenomenon above, the
researcher would like to explore deeply
about what kind of authentic materials
which motivate the students to read,
students’ opinion on authentic materials
based on their experience, and what are the
challenges of reading an authentic text based

on their experience.

Research Methodology

The purpose of this research was to
get the information about the ELED UMY

students’ perception on authentic materials



in reading class. The researcher designed
this research using descriptive qualitative.
Creswell (2012), explained that qualitative
method explores a problem and develops a
detailed understanding of a central
phenomenon. This was the researcher’s
reason for choosing qualitative research
design since it provided detail information
which would be needed in exploring the
students’ opinion. This research took palce
at English Language Education Department
of Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta University.
The participants of this research were the
students of English Language Education
Department of Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta
University (ELED of UMY batch 2016
because they had learned English using
authentic reading materials as teaching
materials in some subjects in reading class.
The researcher chose six students to be
interviewed by using snowball technique. In
the interview process the researcher asked
several questions related to the research
questions using interview guidelines as the
direction. Next, the researcher used a
recording application on her mobile phone

to record the interviews and takes a note to
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write down some important keywords based
on respondents’ answer. Each participant
spent 10 up to 15 minutes in the interview.
The researcher conducted the interview
using Bahasa Indonesia. There were four
steps used in this research to analyze the
data, namely transcribing the data, doing
member checking, coding the data, and

categorizing the data.

Findings and Discussion

The Kkinds of interesting authentic
material used in reading class of ELED
UMy

Based on the data, all of the
participants perceived that they feel enjoy
and enthusiastic in learning by using novel
as teaching media in the classroom. Tsai
(2012) found that “Novels, by addressing to
complex situations, life dilemmas, and other
universal themes that the readers can relate
to, intrigue the readers to read on for
meaning and pay less attention to form. As
the readers experience the joy and
satisfaction from reading the novels, they
are motivated to read further”. (p.104).

According to Puspitasari (2016) some



students felt frustrated and anxious at the
beginning in reading a novel, but after
reading several pages, students started to be
interested in reading the book. Those
statements from the experts were similar to
activity that happened in reading class of
ELED UMY. Although the students of
ELED UMY found some challenges in
reading a novel, but they were motivated in

reading that novel.

Participants enjoyed reading journal
article in reading for academic purpose since
reading journal article can improve their
vocabulary mastery. Some participants said
that they were interested in the journal
article with familiar topic and simple
language. Nation and Newton (1997) as
cited in Iswara (2016) stated that to
remember a word, a learner has to keep
meeting the word by doing reading in large
amounts which was made possible by the
reading journal article. In other words
student can learn new vocabulary from

reading journal article.

The advantages of using authentic

materials in reading class of ELED UMY.
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The finding showed that there are five
advantages of using authentic material as a
teaching material. First, authentic materials
are interesting. Based on the finding, students
were enjoying authentic materials rather than
the non-authentic materials or textbooks.
Second, Authentic material develops
students’ vocabulary mastery. Some of the
students claimed that by reading and
watching authentic materials they found
unfamiliar words that they never understand
the meaning before and it is useful for their
reading comprehension. Third, authentic
materials show cultural situation on the other
side of the world. Based on the data after
using authentic reading materials, participant
knew some daily activities did in another
country with a different culture with the
participant’s. Forth, authentic materials
develop students’ grammar and structure
mastery. Some participants said that reading
authentic materials could improve their
grammar and structure mastery. Last,
authentic materials reveal some features that
rarely appear in non-authentic material.

Based on the interview did by the researcher



participant found slang words that they never

found in non-authentic materials.

The challenges of using authentic

materials in reading class of ELED UMY

There are three challenges of using
authentic material as a teaching material for
teaching reading in ELED UMY. First,
authentic materials contain difficult
language and vocabulary. Based on the data,
some students confirmed that some
authentic materials they have read in reading
class sometimes contained unfamiliar words
and complicated language structures. It was
stressed them in reading activity. Then,
authentic materials contain difficult
grammar structure. Sometimes students
found sentences with difficult grammar
structure. It challenged them, moreover
sometimes it made them giving up for
reading the materials. Last, authentic
materials may be too culturally biased. The
data showed that authentic materials caused
difficulty for students in understanding some
cultural terms.

Conclusions

There were some pros and cons in
the use of authentic materials as teaching
media. There are so many advantages of
authentic materials as teaching media,
authentic material not only an interesting
teaching material, but also help students in
building students’ knowledge about
unfamiliar vocabulary. In contrast,
sometimes using authentic material is
challenging for students since authentic
material contain difficult language or

complex language structures.

Recommendations

This research exposed the kind of
authentic material that can motivate students
to read. Moreover this research revealed
some advantages of reading an authentic text
in the classroom. The students can find an
interesting material for developing their
reading comprehension by their self. In
addition by reading this research, students
should be aware that using authentic reading

material has some advantages for them.

The lecturers should pay more
attention on their preparation when using

authentic materials as teaching media in the



classroom. Therefore, the lecturers should
select the authentic materials before they use
those materials for teaching reading
considering some criteria and the students’
difficulties on reading authentic materials. So
there is no problems that will be addressed to
the lecturer while giving an authentic

material in the classroom.

The further researcher are
recommended to conduct the research
regarding the topic of this research with the
other discussion and other context. Besides,
the reseacher really hope that other future
reseacher do more research about authentic
material as teaching media in general and
more extensively, because when this research
is developed, it will be great benefit to the

others.
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