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Foreword

Assalamualaikum Wr, Wb,
Greetings,

Asia is one of the important terms not only as a region
but also as an academic sphere. As a region, Asia is the biggest
populated areas in the world. Asia’s contribution to world
production of automobiles around 50%, smartphone 86%,
machinery 46%, and the digital camera 100% (ERIA,2014).
In term of academic sphere, around 31 Higher Educations-
HEs in Asia included in 100 world reputation ranking list
(THE,2016). It means that Asias HEs is recognized by
scholars in the world and contribute to the developing ideas
and knowledge. In another word, the connection among the
scholars, countries, and societies is highly vibrant in the current
situation. Any particular idea or phenomena would be easily
spread out around the Globe.

In response to the dynamics of the social and political
situation in Asia, this book tries to portray and describe Asia’s
potency and challenges in dealing with the global changes. The
Authors come from Indonesia, Malaysia, Taiwan and Thailand
who concern Asia’s issues. Each author explains their country
phenomenon and suggests who to archive their national benefit
and as well as support Asia’s Community.

This book is expected to solving Asia’s problem by
analyzing their own contexts. It is no doubt that cooperation
and collaboration among scholars is a must as a key important
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to develop Asia together. I do believe that interrelation in
Asia has a potency and also challenges. Therefore, research
interdisciplinary and collaboration either Scholars or HEs in
Asia can boost the potency and reduce the challenges. Moreover,
this book is essential to academia, scholars, students who want
to know and learn more about Asia.

Wassalammualailum Wr Wb,
Yogyakarta, 17 May 2017

Dr. Ir. Gunawan Budiyanto, MP.

Rector of Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
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ASSESSMENT OF ECONOMIC POLICIES
IMPLEMENTED BY POST-MARCOS
PHILIPPINE PRESIDENTS

Plana, Elaine Z. and Victor, Emelita A.
Rizal Technological University

INTRODUCTION

Economic development is viewed as a set of interrelated
changes in the structure of an economy that are required for
its continued growth. The role of the state in the economic
development has been implicitly tied to the individualistic,
political process that assumes that there are no goals or needs
outside of those of the individual citizens. Many books have
been written on the history of the Philippines that traced the
development of the economy of the Philippines from the year
of Pres. Corazon “Cory” Aquino era up to the Pres. Benigno
Aquino III administration. The researchers advanced to an
evaluation of the effect of economic policies on different terms

in the Philippines.

For a broader exposition of historical events that gave
significance to each period, a listing of the important incidents
is presented in comparing different important periods in
Philippine History such as the following: Background, Socio-
Political Condition and Socio-Economic condition. Specifically,
the study is anchored in the following sub-problems: (1) What
were the key economic issues that the Post- Marcos have
encountered? (2) What economic goals and policies did the
previous Philippine Presidents set in to respond to the said
issues? And, (3) How effective were the programs adopted by
the government in addressing the said economic issues?
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The study done by the researchers is done through the
process of obtaining and analyzing the data and records of the
economic policies of the administration of Pres. Corazon to
Pres. Benigno Simeon Aquino III administration that came to
different sources.

BACKGROUNDS
After the downfall of Marcos’ dictatorship, the Philippines,

aside from the returning of democracy, also experienced
political, social and economic dilemmas. In his, downfall, the
Post-Marcos Presidents shall deal with problems, economic and
political issues.

A. Brief Background Pres. Cory Aquino’s Administration:

Pres. Cory Aquino’s rise to the power needs to be seen
in the context of both the anti-dictatorship and social justice
demands of the opposition of the predecessor, Pres. Ferdinand
Marcos. Once in power, however, Aquino saw her primary duty
as restoring the structures of pre-martial law democracy. In the
analysis of Alfred W. McCoy (1989: 120), he call this period
a mere restoration of pre-martial law democracy, however,
only goes so far, given (1) the degree to which Philippine civil
society was far more active and organized after 1986 than it had
been prior to 1972; and (2) the degree to which the Philippine
military had become a much more politicized force over the
course of the martial law years.

B. Brief Background: Pres. Fidel V. Ramos Administration

Fidel V. Ramos served as the 12* President of the
Philippines. His presidency as marked by relative political
stability and by economic liberalization measures, which were
embraced by the US government and international financial
institutions. President Fidel V. Ramos was able to uplift the
economy of the country through focusing on people.
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C. BriefBackground: Pres. Joseph Ejercito Estrada Administration

Estrada rode to overwhelming victory in 1998 with strong
populist rhetoric and the enthusiastic support of millions of poor
Filipinos; many whom felt that Ramos had ignored their interests.
It was in the words of one Philippine political analyst, “the revenge
of the masses.” (Rood, 2002:150). They are tired of being led by
smart people. “The victory of Estrada was part of a continuing
post-1986 political trend for the electorate to reject the discredited
traditional politician, or at least its stereotype. “Though possessing
a long political career as a local official,” explains Emmanuel
de Dios, “the actor Estrada’s rise to prominence had passed the
customary route of obvious patronage and horse-trading that
typified the traditional politician’s career at the national level,
relying instead on media-driven national name recognition. (de

Dios and Hutchincroft 2002.
D. Brief Background: Pres. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s

Administration.

Vice President Arroyo became president in January 2001
when People Power 2, a huge four-day mass action, persuaded
the military to withdraw support from the Estrada government.
Joseph Estrada quickly lost the support of key sectors of the
elite and the middle classes when he brazenly siphoned off
billions of pesos of public money to his private bank accounts.
Estrada was brought down by a coalition of civil society groups,
segments of big business, media, and the Catholic Church and
reformers within the military and civilian bureaucracy.

The Supreme Court affirmed the legality of Arroyos
assumption of the presidency in several decisions. But as a method
for removing an elected president, People Power 2 was, without
a doubt, extra-constitutional. As a result, the mandate and the
authority of the Arroyo administration leave much to be desired.
After taking office, President Arroyo was assailed by coup rumors
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and destabilization plots. She made matters worse by refusing to
be firm in disciplining corrupt and incompetent military officers.

E. Brief Background: President Benigno Aquino III

President Benigno Aquino III is the son of the former
president Corazon Aquino and the former senator Benigno
Aquino Jr., who had served as the 15" president of the
Philippines. The rise to the presidency of President Benigno
Aquino IIT has created high expectations among Filipinos
longing for good governance, better condition of the national
economy (52%) and the improvement in the quality of life
based on the Social Weather Station (SWS) survey conducted
in May 2010. Simply put, the President’s economic vision can
be condensed into four words: “A Philippines that Works” by
pushing for a just government with lower tax rates for all and
plugging leaks in the tax collection system to revitalize the
nation’s economy. He enjoined every Filipino to pursue the
path of righteousness towards a corrupt-free Philippines.

To sustain the country’s momentum, the Aquino administration
had been continuously improving upon the good governance
reforms it has established, which includes strengthening the
mechanisms necessary for the swift and efficient delivery
of services to Filipinos. The government has reformed its
procurement and budgeting processes to promote efficiency
and reduce opportunities for corruption, preventing the waste
of billions of pesos in taxpayers’ money.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The study is anchored to the opinions of economists who
are significant in different economic policies. The performance of
the Philippine economy has been directly linked to the fortunes
of the policies being implemented by the government in different
sectors in the country. Parker (1999) stated that in the Philippines,
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the social welfare objectives of policies are likely to be not simply
concerned with the pursuit of economic efficiency but with wider
goals to promote sustained efficiency and with wider goals to
promote sustainable development and poverty reduction.

Kraay (2005) argues that following the apparent success
of market liberalization programs and the evidence of the
failure of state-led economic planning in the Philippines, the
role of state policy was redefined and narrowed to that of
ensuring an undistorted policy environment in which efficient
markets could operate. Economic development can be assessed
regarding the criteria for good governance. Guasch and Hahn
(1999) argues that a well-functioning economic system is one
that balances accountability, transparency, and consistency.

RESEARCH METHODS

The researchers used Historical method because it was
significant to the aim of this study, which is to provide a critical
evaluation of the Economic policies in the Philippines during
the Post-Marcos Presidents’ term in government. Historical
research utilizes historical sources like documents, remains, etc.
to study events or ideas of the past, including the philosophy
of persons and groups at any remote point of time (Kothari,

2004).

The methods are used to explore the process which
contributed to different outcomes of study in terms of growth,
poverty and equity in the Philippines in relation to: (A) initial
conditions resource endowment and economic structure, (B)
national political institutions and (C) forms of economic
policies including those which might have been undertaken.
The usual major process of historical method of research has
been adopted by the researchers. The procedure consists of the
following steps:
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a. Collection of data including consideration of such sources
as documents and materials like primary and secondary
materials.

b. Ciriticism of data using the process of external and internal
criticism, therefore applying comparative analysis in
different sources of data.

c. Writing of historical text, including the problem of
organization of materials and using specific schools of
historical interpretation.

The researchers used primary and secondary data because
they are both relevant to the study in assessing economic policies
from President Corazon Aquino to President Noynoy Aquino.
Primary resources such as government official reports, speeches
of each president and journals of some of the outstanding
department secretaries of NEDA are considered relevant in this
study. A secondary source, such as books, and internet sources
which are related to economic development and policies are
also being utilized by the researchers.

RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

This part of the paper deals with the presentation of data
gathered from the books which came from different libraries
and the interpretation of data to answer the problems. The
presentation of the result followed the arrangement of questions
posted in the introduction. Specifically, the following questions
were answered:

A. The economic issues during the Pres. Cory Aquino to Pres.
Noynoy Aquino administration
1. President Corazon Aquinos Administration

A serious economic crisis faced the country when the
Aquino administration took over in 1986. In the last year of




Social and Political Issues in Asia:
In the Context of Global Changes

Marcos’ rule, the Philippines experienced its worst economic
crisis, prompting the newly-installed Aquino Government to
plan for immediate economic recovery. According to Cayetano
Paderanga (NEDA Secretary), the Aquino Administration
adopted the Medium-Term Philippine Development Plan
(MTPDP) that targeted a 6.5 percent growth rate for the
period of 1987-1992. The plan is to address fundamental social
problems and economic crisis in the Philippines.

However, the Aquino administration suffered from certain
setbacks such as the following:

a. Economic Slowdown: The economic in 1991 was at its weakest
point since 1986. The budget deficit was almost double the
previous years level, as the expenditures of the government
increased. Massive funds were needed both for the implementation
of programs, and the rehabilitation of disaster-sticker areas.

b. Double-digit inflation: By 1989, inflation rate reached double-
digit levels and continued to rise, reaching 17.7 percent in
1991. The current account deficit also increased to 6.1 percent

of GNP in 1990, from 3.5 percent in 1989.

¢. Drop in investment. Investment in the Philippines during
the Aquino administration decreased by 19.1 percent in 1991
due to the contraction in private construction by 32.3 percent.
Private investments were dampened by the imposition of the
import buy, low domestic demand, natural calamities and
uncertainty over the Gulf Crisis and the negotiations regarding
U.S. bases in the Philippines.

Meanwhile, in terms of Macroeconomic trends in the
Philippine Aquino Government experienced economic
decelerated. Based on the study of Ateneo De Manila University,
Department of Economics in the Philippine Economic
condition, (1987-1991), Aquino faced economic problem
in sector performance. The industry has suffered the most in
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the last couple of years. It is because of the problem that is
experienced in the country including high costs of production
(High Oil Prices), high costs of credit (High-interest rates), and
high costs of importation (the 9% import buy).

Agriculture has maintained a positive level but has lacked when
it comes to growth rate. Given the disruptions brought by the Mt.
Pinatubo eruption and other calamities, plus the regular climatic
hazards in the country. Agriculture may be expected to register
only slow growth. The economic recovery during the Aquino
Administration depended mainly on government spending and
the personal consumption expenditures it generated.

d. Prioritizing the Marcos Debt

The overall budget has been annually in deficit during the
Aquino years at an average of 2% of the GNP The public domestic
debt is also an indicator of the vulnerability of the government
financial condition. According to Arillo (2000), when the US
congress in 1986, she misses a historic opportunity to ask the
American government to write off the $26.3 billion indebtedness
that Marcos regime bequethed to her administration, as was the
case of Poland, Egypt and other economically distressed countries.”
The opportunity that the Aquino administration missed had an
aftermath on the other administration followed by her. With
her administration priority on paying debts, other essential in
the development like public expenses that may help boost up
infrastructure simply neglected. Budget cuts due to deficit and
payment of debts truly slows down economic growth.

e. The neglect of Physical Infrastructures

Prioritizing of paying debts of Marcos administration
lead to less allocation of budget on physical infrastructures
made the Philippines repellant to foreign investors. Investors
needed infrastructures like roads, bridges, dams, power plants,
and many other reduce transaction cost. These policies the
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Philippine government chooses to venture lead the country to
low foreign direct investment. Compare to other neighboring

Southeast Asian Countries, the Philippines foreign are tagging
behind to Malaysia and Thailand.

[f. Economic Nationalism: Anti-Foreign Investor Constitution

The foreign equity in which the constitution of 1987 that
the Corazon Aquino administration promulgated serves to be a
hindrance in the capital accumulation coming from abroad due
to strict policies of the government in conformity to foreign
investments.

2. Economic Issues during President Fidel Ramos’ Administration

When the Ramos administration assumed office in 1992,
the Philippines, in analysts’ view, remained the sick man of Asia.
Per capita income growth continue to lag because neighboring
economies. In a region where most other economies were
growing robustly ,the domestic economy, weighted down, most
other countries are growing robustly, the domestic economy,
weighted down by large public debt inherited from Marcos
regime, coup attempts and a severe power shortage, had failed
to keep up with output even contracting in 1991.

a. Cirisis

Like many growing industries, the Philippine industry
has its share of problems. In 1993, the chief complaint of
most handicraft producers related to the long power outrages
experienced daily in the metropolis and in the countryside.
Prolonged power outrages caused them to miss many of their
delivery deadlines, resulting in cancelled orders from their
buyers and substantial losses.

b. Rising Cost of Raw Material

Another problem of the industry is the constantly rising
cost of raw materials. These rising costs are the combined effect
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of a number of different factors: the continuous depletion
of resources without replacement, the seasonal nature of raw
materials, the lack of peace and order in the country side and
the lack of specialization in the raw production.

c. Macroeconomy: Continue to slowdown

Because of different currency crisis in the Asian Region and
the debilitating effects of the El Nino, the economy is slowing
down. From the average growth rate of 3.8% during the past
twelve years, GDP posted only an average increase of 1.7%
growth.

d. Fiscal Sector: Growing Fiscal Deficit

The government is facing a growing fiscal deficit attributed
to the declining government revenues during the Ramos
administration, the public sector deficit reached P46 billion,
half of which, or P24 billion, represents the deficit of the

national government.
e. Monetary and Fiscal Sector: High Costs in Doing Business

The currency crisis has rendered doing business in the
country less attractive compared to the pre-crisis financial
market environment. The value of the peso continued to
decline from the P28.38 to a US Dollar in June 1997 to P40.
40 in June 1998.

f. External Sector: Hampered by Anticipated Slowdown in
Export and Huge Foreign Debt

Export grew by 20.3% from January to May of 1991 may
be expected to grow, but a declining rate imports amounted
to US $10.5 billion (1998) continue to outpace export. Trade
imbalance reached US $1.4 billion for the same period, hence,
adding pressure on the country.
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3. Economic Issues during President Joseph Ejercito Estrada’s
Administration

As President Estrada assumed office in 1998, he already
experiences problems brought by both external and internal
economic issues.

a. External Issues

Externally, the Estrada administration are trying to achieve
full recovery from the Asian financial crisis, while they manage
to prevent a recession, the effects of the crisis in the Philippines
capital and investment flows and on the overall confidence of
the markets are still lingered.

b. Unemployment

The rate of unemployment also went up slightly from 8.7
percent last year to 8.9 percent in the first semester of 1998 as
more than 1700 establishments closed shop, forcing a total of
83,000 workers either out of jobs or with less working time.

c. Fiscal Deficit

The deterioration of fiscal deficit from 3.5% of GNP in
1999 to 3.9 % in 2000 should be a cause for utmost concern.
As mentioned, slower output growth and the sharp nominal
depreciation of peso constrain fiscal flexibility, as goes the initial

high level of debt.
d. The Downward trend of the Economy

Medalla (2001) indicated that the economy carried on a
downward trend as the country continues to be affected by the
Asian currency crisis and the El Nino weather phenomenon.
Since the outbreak of the currency crisis in July 1997, the peso
has plunged by 65%. Inflation remained barely in single-digit
at 9.4 %.

Hence, the only alternative the new government has to
make is a strong push for a substantial improvement in tax
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administration. Together with the need to enhance the tax
administration, these issues emphasize the need to improve
governance in this country.

4. Economic Issues during President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s

Administration

When Gloria Macapagal Arroyo assumed Presidency in
after the People Powerll in 2001, the economy was going to a
turbulent period. Economic growth was modest, and poverty
continued to be a major problem; the government budget was
getting out of hand, and investor badly faltered. According to
Ibon Foundation (2010), the period 2001-2009 is the longest
period of high unemployment rate averaging some 11.2%.
Some 877,000 jobs were created annually since January 2001
to reach 36 million in January 2010.

However, the quality of jobs created is very poor: 3.8
million are unpaid family workers, 12.1 million are own account
worker and around 12.6 million are wage and salary workers.
There were a lot of issues in the country either politically and
economically that the Arroyo administration had faced. The
economy of the Philippines during Arroyo administration
also contended with spill-over effects of the United States-Iraq
conflict and faced the challenges of SARS outbreak, El Nino,
and the Oakwood Mutiny.

5. Economic Issues during President Noynoy Aquinos Administration

It is clear that the main cause of the lower growth in 2015 is
the large fall in the growth of exports and increase in the growth
of imports. This made net exports fall quite hard. The marked
slowdown of China, stagnant economy of the European Union
and slower growth in East Asia — all had an adverse impact to
Philippine exports. This could be partly because of the strong
slowdown in exports, and the lack of government initiative to
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try to make manufacturing a leading sector -- in a sense, a lack
of industrial policy.

Furthermore, the loss of confidence in the PNoy government
due to the Mamasapano fiasco, the worsening traffic situation in
Metro Manila, and the uncertainties of the May 2016 presidential
elections might have reduced businessmen’s initiative to invest and
further expand into manufacturing. The lower growth in OFW
remittances may become even more serious in 2016 as low world
oil prices may drive many Middle Eastern countries (especially
Saudi Arabia) to retrench and lay off many Filipino workers
contracted to oil companies and their affiliates.

B. Economic Goals and Policies that the Previous Philippine
Presidents set in to respond to the said issues

1. Major Economic Goals and Policies under the Corazon Aquino’s
Presidency

The presidential management staff of the Office of the
President highlights some important economic policies raised
by Cory Aquino in which it is compiled in the book “The
President’s Report 1986-1992.” Some of the highlights of the
economic policies are being highlighted below:

a. Strengthen Agricultural Sector: A Market-Oriented
Economic Policy

One of the greatest goals of President Cory Aquino in the
economic development is the restoration of market-oriented
economy and dismantling of crony capitalism and economic
cartels in two major agricultural industry of the country (sugar
and coconut industries). For Aquino administration, agriculture
served as the safety net as it proved to be more efficient and
consistent earner and saver of foreign exchange.

Aquino administration also raised reform by removing
agricultural export taxes and exemption of all primary agricultural
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products from the value added tax (VAT), lowering tariff rates
on fertilizer, reduction of tariff rates on fishing vessels and animal
breeders, and privatization or leasing of government-owned post-
harvest processing facilities to the former association.

b. Foreign Investment Policy: Liberalized Investment Policies

To further improve the business inflow of the country,
the Cory Administration initiated investment-related reforms
otherwise known as liberalized investment policy. The
intention of the policy was to attract more foreign investment
and re-orient the BOI (Board of Investment) to give greater
emphasis on investment promotion rather than an incentive
administration and reputation. The review of equity limitation
on foreign investment is conducted with the aim of liberalizing
through an increase in the maximum allowable foreign equity
participation in non-priority areas up to the limits.

c. Agrarian Reforms (Addressing Land Problems in the
Philippines)

The Aquino administration took full consideration of the
problem being faced by the farmers and farm workers that are
why the government promulgates a new program known as
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law or R.A. 6657 to achieve
political and socio-economic stability, especially in Agrarian
sector.

d. Other Economic Policies

Privatization Program. As a part of the government
corporate reform program, the Aquino administration
embarked a successful privatization of government-owned and
controlled corporations (GOCC) and transferred assets.

Small and Medium Enterprise (SME). The administration
focused on strengthening small and medium enterprise because
it generates investments, create employment opportunities and
provide livelihood program and projects in the rural areas.
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2. Major Economic Goals and Policies under the Fidel Ramos
Presidency

President Fidel V. Ramos made a political and rapid economic
change in the Philippines, and he was more than determined to
keep up. The globalization of the means of production, labor,
finance and services, and the increasing interdependence among
economies gave Ramos his cue. Through foreign policy, Ramos
embarked on what was called Development diplomacy, diplomacy
aimed at enabling the country to access new markets and attract
investors and tourists alike.

According to  Roman (1998), President Ramos
complemented whatever local initiatives with economic
diplomacy, other termed as Development Diplomacy. This
effort only emphasized the priority placed by his administration
on the importance of economic development and the kind of
strategic initiatives ventured upon. Ramos administration was
also regarded as a reformist government. He made Filipinos
responsible for their own fate, fostering closer ties with
neighboring economies, exploring other avenues for expanding
international trade and investment.

a. Domestic Policies

President Ramos recognized that for the Philippines to
catch up with its neighbors, domestic policies must be reformed.
Decentralization, which devolved power from the national
government to local government unit, was basically a political
process. But its ultimate objective was to give provinces and
municipalities greater command over a wide range of socio-
economic policies, environmental regulation, infrastructure
development, investment attraction and revenue generation. Both
deregulation and liberalization aimed at leveling the field for both
local and foreign investors. Deregulation encouraged competition
in the market by removing policies that inhibit new investments.
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b. De-monopolization of Telecommunication

Attributed to Singapore Senior Minister Lee KuanYew
the line “The Philippines is a country where 98 percent of the
residents are waiting for the telephone, and the other 2 percent
are waiting for a dial tone” best describes the situation of the
domestic telecommunications industry in 1992. An estimated
800,000 applicants, 75 percent in the country’s capital, Metro
Manila, were queuing for a telephone line.

The Ramos administration has to eradicate monopoly in
telecommunication which is one of the famous legacies which
the previous administration did not solve. At the time, Philippine
Long Distance Telephone Company (PLDT), which was owned
by the nationwide transmission backbone, was a virtual monopoly,
controlling over 90 percent of the country’s telephone lines.

c. Economic diplomacy (Foreign Policy)

Ramos government complemented whatever local
initiatives with economic diplomacy, otherwise termed as
development diplomacy. Specifically, economic diplomacy was
aimed at enabling the country to access new markets and to
draw foreign investors and tourists to the country. Economic
diplomacy was conducted through country-team approach,
whereby state visits, trade missions, trade shows, business
meetings, and related activities were facilitated, resulted in
investor confidence and expansion of local enterprises access to
foreign markets. One of the greatest achievements of Pres.

Ramos is when he holds the 4™ APEC (Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation) leader’s summit in the Philippines in 1996. The
hospitality and vigor showed by the Philippines to the other APEC
leaders thus created a better image for the country.

d. Export Promotion Policy

The vision of President Fidel V. Ramos summarized in the

slogan “Philippines 2000” was built on the premise of sustained
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export growth. Anchoring every successful export-oriented
program are the export promotion policies carried out by the
different public and private export promotion organizations.
These policies stimulated export entrepreneurship and helped
to make the business community more highly aware of the
profit potential of the export market.

e. Energy Deregulation Policy

Ramos convinced Congress to create an Energy Department
to plan and manage the Philippines’ energy demands, along
with special constitutional powers for him to resolve the power
crisis. He used these powers to issue licenses to independent
power producers to construct power plants.

f. Fiscal Policy

As the administration sought to balance the budget in
the medium-term, it had to protect core values like health,
education, shelter and infrastructure. To do this, a combination
of prudent spending and tax enhancement measures had to be
undertaken. The tax included an upward adjustment in the
excise tax on cigarettes, withholding VAT or value-added tax on
government contractors and suppliers, and the establishment of
large taxpayer’s unit in the Bureau of Internal Revenue.

3. Major Economic Goals and Policies under Joseph Estradas
Presidency

The highlights of the economic policies of President Estrada
are being presented in the book “Joseph Ejercito Estrada’s
Presidency” of the University of the Philippines. The economic
policies of the Estrada administration are the following:

a. Prioritized Promising New Industry

The Estrada administration approved the investment
priorities plan for 2000. The IPP outlines the plans of the
priority industries and service areas which are eligible for

El



Social and Political Issues in Asia:
In the Context of Global Changes

incentives. The new IPP includes information technology as an
industry are separated from the electronics sector and is given
pioneer status.

b. Pursued Investment Promotion from Abroad

To attract more investments into the country, the Estrada
Administration discussed and promoted our market in bilateral
and multilateral bodies abroad. The Estrada administration
discussed major reforms and measures to enhance the trade
and investment climate. The Estrada administration pursued
these efforts during our visits and meetings in China, Japan,
United States, Europe and the ASEAN and APEC. The Estrada
administration also installed the Honorary Investment and
Trade Representatives (HITR) to cater to interested investors
and further attract new investments.

c. Formulated laws and Simplified Regulation (Retail
Liberalization Act of 2000)

In terms of domestic trade, industry, and investment, the
Estrada administration signed the Retail Trade Liberalization Act
0f2000 (R.A. 8762) which opened the retail trade sector to foreign
investors up to 100% ownership, depending on their paid-up
capital. The new law allows a foreign retailer to do business in the
country, provided they meet certain qualifications.

d. Developing Rural Industries and Village Enterprises
(DRIVE) Program

Estrada administration seeks to link clusters of rural
industries and village enterprises to large and long-term
projects to effect economies of scale and to reduce inefficiencies
in the trading systems. Under the DRIVE program, the Estrada
Administration are transforming the consciousness of small
producers from the modality of subsistence to one that caters
larger markets and greater attention to customer satisfaction.
The DRIVE program facilitates training in human resource
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development that was focused on improving productivity and
raising production outputs and management standards.

e. Supporting Rural Industries and Small Medium Enterprises

The Estrada Administration promoted the development of
the countryside, where the majority of the poor live by providing
financial, training and technical assistance to enterprises
engaged in rural industries. Estrada administration released
financial assistance under “Sa Tulong-Sa-Tao Micro Financing
Program” amounting to P64.5 million to 170 non-government
organizations, which beneficted 9722 9entrepreneurs and
generated 14,653 jobs.

f. Supported development of E-Commerce

Estrada administration promoted the development
of electronic business (e-business) through the Electronic
Commerce Act (RA 8792) which established the basic legal
framework for e-business in the country. It aims to facilitate
domesticand international dealings, transactions, arrangements,
contracts and exchanges and storage of information through
the utilization of electronic, optical and similar medium, mode
instrumentality and technology.

g. Strengthened Partnership between Government and Business
sector

Estrada administration  established the Economic
Mobilization Group to enhance coordination among key
economic players and expedite the implementation of measures
to stabilize and sustain the economy’s growth.

h. Prioritized I'T for investments

Under the 2000 investment priorities plan, the Estrada
administration prioritized and provided incentives to
information technology-related activities to direct foreign and
domestic investment flows into this field where the Filipino has
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a comparative advantage in skills and expertise. These incentives
include income tax holiday for a maximum of eight years and
exemption from export requirements.

4. Major Economic Goals and Policies under the Arroyos
Presidency

President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo adopts a policy that
is concerned about pro-active microeconomic reforms. These
reforms clearly set a direction for action in addressing economic
issues that her administration have faced.

a. Macro to Microeconomic Reform Program

President Arroyo stressed that for her country to be developed,
it must shift its emphasis to microeconomic reforms which are
basically the industry-to-industry type of reforms. These are hard
reforms because, at each stage, there are well-entrenched, vested
groups and bureaucratic inertia that stand in the way.

b. Agricultural Policy

In agriculture, examples of microeconomic reforms would
include the removal of quantitative restrictions for tariffs (rice,
sugar, and corn). Tariff on rice, for example, is expected to lead
to the stabilization of domestic prices at some level above world
prices, the generation of tariff revenues that can be used to
support farm productivity, and the enabling of the rice industry
to become more responsive to market conditions.

c. Industrial Policy

President Arroyo introduced a Productivity-Enhancing
Reforms and Strategies that support for small and medium
enterprises (SMEs). Filipino micro-, small-, and medium-scale
enterprises (MSME) are collectively the biggest employer of
Filipinos, but their contribution to national economic growth
has hardly been maximized. MSMEs have the potential to
contribute to higher output, widening of the export base,
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and increase employment. Therefore, MSMEs should provide
access to adequate low-cost sources of financing, assisted in
establishing mutually beneficial linkages with larger enterprises,
and supported by local government units for business-friendly
policies among other measures.

d. Service policy

In services, further railway development was being
undertaken. A modernized railway system will accelerate the rate
of growth of areas adjacent to Metro Manila, and strategically
link Metro Manila to Economic zones and industrial areas.

e. Mobilizing Funds Policy

Domestic funds mobilization was likewise crucial. This
entails a focus on tax collection (the BIR as a center of excellence)
and tax evasion (the proposed internal revenue management
act) to jail tax evaders. With regards to the banking system and
private sector, non-performing loans are starting to be tackled
by recently enacted law on special purpose assets vehicles, and
the securitization bill can help raise counterpart funds for
housing construction.

f. Information and Communications Technology Development

Strategy

The Arroyo Administration acknowledges information and
communications technology as a key to finding the country’s
niche in the global village of the 21* century. ICT was identified
to play a major role, through e-commerce and e-governance,
in improving government efficiency and enhancing the
competitiveness and productivity of economic sectors.

g. Balanced Regional Development Program

Crucial to the government’s overall agenda is the reduction

of the disparity between Metro Manila and the rest of the

regions. To enhance the roles of local government units as
economic units, the local development watch project was put
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into place to complement the physical infrastructure programs
being pursued in areas outside Metro Manila.

5. Major Economic Goals and Policies under the Noynoy Aquino’s
Presidency

Partly counterbalancing the unattractive external markets
were the high government spending, stirring the growth
rate of fixed capital (or total investments) because of the
government’s high investments. Again the PNoy government
used domestic ammunition to try to counter the difficult
external environment. Thus, since 2012, the PNoy government
had been using fiscal stimulus to counter an unfriendly global
economy. This intentionally or unintentionally made the
economy more dependent on domestic demand, which should
have been conducive to industrial policy.

The government seems to have concentrated its economic
policies on gaining macroeconomic confidence and increasing
the GDP growth rate by increasing government investments
and expenditures. This is a worthwhile endeavor, but will not
lead to long-run economic development if the economic sectors
and firms do not improve in terms of employment absorption,
productivity improvements, interconnectedness, and upgrading
to more sophisticated technology and innovative products — a
more sectoral and microeconomic achievement.

C. Effectiveness of the programs adopted by the government

in addressing the economic issues

1. During Corazon Aquino’s Presz'dency

Considering the record of the Aquino Administration with
respect to its macroeconomic targets, the major objective of
Cory Aquino administration economic program was to affect
economic recovery in the short run. But unfortunately, in
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economic advancement, the economy never met the indicated
targets for economic recovery. There are questions of consistency
in the economic policies adopted by the administration; one of
this was the administration’s commitment on revitalizing the
free market which is evidently seen in its move in dismantling
of the monopolies in sugar and coconut industries. In terms of
trading, the administration has adopted a policy of trade and
import liberalization. For these reasons, it can be said that based
on the plans for economic development, the general direction
in which the Aquino administration is leading the economy in
not good condition, perhaps it is because of the POolicy that
resulted to ineffective in addressing the economic problems or
issue in the Philippines.

2. During Fidel Ramos’ Presidency

Even with so many policies raised by Ramos administration
just to address the economic issues and problems of the country,
its benefits have not reached the majority of our people who
are mostly poor and in the countryside. Hence, there is still
an economic downfall and the problems in terms of the social
conditions of people such as the widening gap between the rich
and the poor.

However, Ramos administration show a bit of economic
changes because of its policies, the outcomes of some of
their policies is it dismantled monopolies, and the cartels
and the business playing fields are leveled, and the medium-
term development program sparked an infrastructure boom.
Facilities were upgraded in highways, telecoms, transport,
energy and other public infrastructure. On the other side, a
foreign relations campaign based on economic diplomacy and
internationally shared goals of freedom and prosperity restored
the country to a place of respect in the community of nations.
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The ineffectiveness of the policy is shown by different
factors like in terms of agricultural growth program. It is
a failure because the policy is insufficient to promote food
security and support poverty alleviation. On the other side,
in terms of our industry and domestic investment, despite the
Ramos administration effort to create a conducive climate for
investment, yet still the Asian financial crisis and worsening
fiscal position dampened investors' interests. While Ramos
administration is raising a policy of liberalization, deregulation,
and decentralization on our transportation, telecommunication
and energy sectors, our physical infrastructure remains
insufficient for the developmental requirement and for the
liberalization environment to flourish. This is evidently seen by
limited access to rural infrastructures such as irrigation, farm-
to-market roads, and electricity.

3. During Joseph Ejercito Estrada’s Presidency

The economic policies enacted by Estrada administration
include the Retail Trade Liberalization Act which opens retail
trade to foreign investment, and the e-commerce law provides
the basis for transactions conducted over the internet, and
the regional headquarters law grants additional incentives to
multinational corporations establishing regional headquarters
in the Philippines. Through the following economic policies,
it resulted in a good performance in the Philippine economy.

4. During Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s Presidency

The economic policy raised by the Arroyo administration
is effective in addressing the economic issues and problems.
Looking for what is being accomplished, the Arroyo
administration emphasizes two things which are still happening,.
First is the economic growth. However, it is not sufficient, yet
it is still there. Secondly, the different sectors of the economy
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which are not doing so badly. Some of the performance of
Arroyo administration that contributes to the Philippine
economy is unfortunately located mainly in the export zones,
which has been provided by foreign direct investment rather
than Philippine industries. The extent of the economic growth
during the Arroyo administration is concentrated in the export-
processing zones. In terms of the micro-economic and macro-
economic policies, there is some progress on the micro side of
our economy.

What really contributed to the development of the economy is
the Philippine labor market policies. One is the OFWs, since their
remittances that enter the country increase the country’s economic
growth. Because of the acknowledgment of the information and
communication technology of the Arroyo administration, the ICT
industry in the Philippines proved itself to be the fastest growing
sector, particularly in the cellular mobile telephone systems
development. Arroyo launched a strong republic nautical highway
which featured the construction of roll-on-roll-off facilities in
major ports to connect islands and regional centers. This is very
advantageous as it reduces the cost of transporting goods and at
the same time promotes domestic tourism especially in Visayas and
Mindanao.

4. During Noynoy Aquinos Presidency

In the recent Social Weather Stations (SWS) surveys on
joblessness, 25.4% of adults interviewed said they were jobless
on the average in 2014 (GMA News 2015) not statistically
different from the 25.2% corresponding figure in 2013. On
Q4 0f 2014, the unemployment rate was 27%, not significantly
better than the 27.5% in Q4 of 2013.

On the production side, it can be seen that the latest
growth rates of industry and manufacturing in 2015 showed a
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marked decrease compared to the corresponding growth rates
of 2014. Instead, services grew very fast and became the engine
of growth in 2015.

The PNoy government also did not generate a general
perception that the high economic growth it achieved translated
into better quality of life for the majority of the lower income
groups. This is associated with the perceived lack of regional
and local development of backward areas, the apparent lack
of improvement in health, education and other social services,
and most strikingly, the failure to finally end the agrarian
reform program with massive and widespread distribution of
agricultural lands to the small peasants and tenants.

In the end, the PNoy Administration’s ‘Daang Matuwid’
Program is being threatened with the possible victory of a
new Administration that will reverse whatever achievement
it has achieved, possibly bringing back a regime rocked with
corruption charges and bringing down whatever gains were
won in bringing confidence to the Philippine economy.

CONCLUSION

The study reveals that the economic problems of different
administrations started to form the term of Corazon Aquino up
to Noynoy Aquino had similar problems. Mostly, it is brought
by common factors such as national calamities, global economic
crisis, etc. that affected the country’s economic development.

To address the different issue and problems, the government
set in various policies to attain equitable growth. From Cory
Aquino’s Market-oriented policies to Ramos’ liberal economic
policies foreign diplomacy and up to Estrada’s continuation
of the economic policy being initiated by the previous
administration and President Arroyo’s MTPD program that
over, neo-liberalization on trade and free market.
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The effectivity of the government implemented programs
and policies from the administration of Corazon Aquino to
Noynoy Aquino resulted to the effectiveness of their programs.
The outcomes of the policies are not enough to attain sustainable
growth. Cory Aquino and Ramos’ economic programs are both
failures due to the inconsistency and insufficiency of the policies
that they had been implemented. Moreover, Estrada’s policy of
continuing what the previous administration did has resulted to
slight effectivity in the economic growth but only in short run
program. Arroyo’s program is effective due to her accomplishments
such as concentrating on the microeconomic sector, improving
labor economic policies and institutional, economical method.

Promoting reforms on Tariff and financial system,
strengthening the small-scale business program and intensifying
foreign investment policies are the economic programs that the
current administration should adopt to respond to the current
economic issues in the country effectively. If a government
claims it is affecting big economic and political transformations
in the country, the weight of the allegation must be matched by
intense scrutiny and strict evaluation.
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NEW MEDIA LITERACY AND SPREAD
HOAXES: WHY IT MATTERS?

Budi Santoso (Stisipol Candradimuka, Palembang)
Dian Wardiana S (Universitas Padjadjaran, Bandung)

INTRODUCTION

The objective of this paper is to give an explanation from
new media literacy perspective why hoaxes can be an epidemic,
particularly in Indonesia. This paper will provide an overview
of new media literacy concept and its relation with spread
hoaxes. The internet and other new media give users abilities to
disseminate information quickly. A research by Situngkir (2011)
on social media twitter shows how rumors on the death of well-
known persons propagated vastly in a very short time. The
uniqueness nature of Twitter creates a collaborative networking
structure enabling information to massively spread from
person to person. Other social media and instant messengers,
like Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Line, and Whatsapp also
facilitate users to propagate messages in the much efficient way.
In the reign of digitalization, users have control over media
contents. Users can freely consume, produce, create, evaluate,
and share messages. Anonymity and Pseudonymity are “great
wall protectors” to hide identities. One-way or less interactive
communication which is offered by radio and television and
web 1.0 are truly outdated.

The interactivity nature brought by web 2.0 technology is
really attractive and tempting. Unfortunately, this fast change of
technology does not go along with most users’ understandings
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on how to use it wisely. At this viewpoint, we should agree
that certain abilities, in this case, literacy competencies, are
seriously needed. We may reflect on some facts, that to digital
natives, using electronic devices is a common thing. They have
various communicative online accounts. From gaming to social
messaging. Yet, it is a pity that they might not have sufficient
skills to analyze, evaluate, or know the social/ cultural impact as
logical consequences of using new media.

Thus, is hoax dangerous? What can potential impact emerge?
Is every hoax made based on intentional hatred and abhorrence?
The war against hoaxes (Hantam Hoax) that currently declared
by the Indonesian government and other institutions shows
that spread hoaxes have become a national concern. Detiknews.
com as one of notable news portal has progressively promoted
“Hantam Hoax”. President Joko Widodo, as quoted by designers
(9/2/17), said that social media caused a lot of bothering to his
administration. A week later, Wiranto, a Coordinating-Minister of
Politic, Law, and Security announced a new-established workforce
to fight provocation, agitation, and propaganda (Satgas Lawan
Proapro) (Tribunjogja.com, 16/2/17).

Hoaxes have existed long before the era of new media. The
story about Drummer of Tedworth written by Joseph Glanvill
was considered as the earliest history of a hoax. Merriam-
Webster dictionary defines hoax as to trick or deceive or an act
that is meant to trick or deceive people. The hoax is probably
originated from the word “hocus” which means to perpetrate
a trick or hoax on. As fabricated lies, hoaxes can appear in
some forms: fake news, modified pictures/ meme, etc. Some
influential factors may be put into a list: the development of
information and communication technologies; the internet
user penetration worldwide which is getting higher; the massive
use of social media, including information accelerated diffusion
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processes; and the socio-political circumstances. Hoax, then,
has turned out to be an interesting topic for many parties.
Masyarakat Telematika Indonesia (Mastel), for instance, has
recently conducted a survey on “Wabah Hoax National”.
Mastel’s concern is based on the fact that hoax contributes to
political instability which causes dissensions.

The respondents were asked some questions about their
comprehension about hoax; their attitude and action when
dealing with hoax; hoax formats and channel to share it; the
impact of hoax; and how to cope with the hoax. Even so, the
discourse related to the existence of hoaxes, digital lies, gossips,
or rumors cannot be discussed without describing the media
nature itself. New media has become a fertile field where hoaxes
live and feed. Hoaxes, according to Remington (2004) “relies
on a more malignant mixing of truth and untruth” (p. 200).

Media (R)evolution

The 20* century perhaps can be seen as an early beginning
for Information and communication technology’s (ICT)
evolution. Many earth-shaking basic inventions that influenced
major changes in humans life were created over this period
of time. Marin Vlada and Alexandru Tugui (2006), in their
article Information Society Technologies: The Four Big Waves of
Information Technologies, wrote that the historical milestone
in computer science evolution was started from early 70’
when microprocessor first is shown to the public and used in
personal computers. The invention of this tiny artificial brain
has brought a big leap in the history of computing technology.
And present day, smartphones and tablets are used by almost 2
billion people worldwide.

Before computers and internet had not been massively
used like today’s, media (referring to conventional ones such
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as newspapers, radio, and television) are much considered as
a balancing power towards established political power, namely
state and political parties. Besides that, (mass) media can be a
medium for citizens to directly supervise the government. Its
ability to collect, modify (to frame, actually), and distribute
information has built a general description in our mind of its
power. Therefore, at that time mass media were labeled as the
fourth estate. In the theory of Trias Politica which was presented
by Montesquieu, we may acknowledge that power to govern
separated into three divisions. This doctrine of power separation
which now is being implemented in many democratic countries
originated from the constitutional theory by John Locke. The
ability of mass media to build public opinion and to set the
public agenda might become their lethal weapon.

Mass media, as an integral part of man’s culture, has also
undergone big changes as its logical consequences. Media are
not merely tools to distribute news or advertisements. The
extent of media platforms modifies the contents and the way
people taking advantages on it. Conventional mass media like
television and newspaper, for instance, retain their ability to
spread messages broadly to many audiences at the same time.
But today, its broadcast attribute may not have strong influence
to change people’s perception or attitude. In accordance with
this paper objective, media should be acknowledged as a
platform with which people get and share information.

Media may give a strong impact to one’s cognitive,
affective, and behavior. Our perspective about selling and
buying; how we think, our communication patterns; and our
style in spending money and leisure time, slowly but sure, have
changed. Nonetheless, the power that media have to shape and
create a theater of mind in people’s head, as stated by Harold
Innis, can be communication biases if utilized to reach political
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and or economic domination (in West & Turner, 2007).
When mainstream media collaborate with new technology,
the influence is much bigger and varied. Its existence has not
only changed how people interact one to another, but also
how people construct their social, cultural, and political views.
Winston (2004) as quoted by Firmanzah (2008) proposed
digital/ virtual democracy terminology to describe how
democracy takes place on the internet. And nowadays, we have
noticed how issues, campaigns, and conflicts of interests have
moved to virtual spheres. The awards are represented by how
many thumbs you got for shared pictures or blogs. Heroes are
those whose social media followers are over others’. The saints
are those who always remind you about good deeds by sharing
religious messages. The abundant media messages, said Potter
(2001) in Burke (2008: 29), make us in danger having the
reality taken away from us.

It goes without saying that ICT technologies enable us to
do or to not to do something. Thanks to the internet, people
are interconnected one another in a complex virtual sphere
that creates a cyber-communities. Social and technology
innovations, along with tight competition and political pressure,
have forced mass media to transform in some ways. Newspapers
and magazines, even radio and TV are now also going online.
We may say that most people prefer to read news from news
portals rather than spending some pennies to buy a printed
newspaper. Roger Fidler (2003) called such media evolution as
mediamorphosis (p. 35). In Fidler’s framework, mediamorphosis
is not just a theory. It enforce us to comprehend all forms of
media communication as an integrally interconnected system.
He argued that the existence of new media does not actually
replace the old media. For instance, television set will not
eliminate radio, like radio does not kill newspapers. It is a fact
that old media have been affected by the emerging of the new
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ones. Nevertheless, Fidler refers to the existence of the medium,
not the industry. Some newspaper companies that could not
follow the changes were bankrupt and fallen. In the US, the
famous Newsweek magazine had to end its printed edition by
2012. It focuses on the online version. In Indonesia, reformation
era gave a big influence on the media industry. STUPP (Surat [jin
Usaha Penerbitan Pers) issued by Department of Information
was an effective instrument to control the press.

In Media Determinism theory, McLuhan’s thesis about
media determinism is conformable to an essential reality. Men
create technologies and in turn, the technologies slowly change
men’s perspectives. Technologies manipulate human’s ways of
life, habits, attitudes, and also communication patterns (which
is a very basic foundation in shaping the culture). Media covers
every action taking place in societies. Therefore, McLuhan did
not merely see media as information diffusion tools. He argued
that all things having practical utility used by humans are also
media. It is not an exaggerating opinion to evaluate that human
being has become dependent towards media. When Johannes
Gutenberg invented printing press in the 15 century, the era of
printed messages began. Western people (European) started to
produce, distribute, and get written information. The printing
press made news and knowledge spread widely through Europe
in forms of books, scrolls, etc. The machine enables publishers
to print many books faster than ever. Yet, the time interval for
the next information technology to emerge was quite long. It
took more than 400 years until Marconi, an Italian, invented
the radio.

According to Vlada and Tugui (2006), future society will
be based on information, knowledge, and communications.
For many people, Google has become their “virtual holy book”
to find any information. TofHler, in his phenomenal book 7he

Future Shock that was published in 1970, had deeply predicted




Social and Political Issues in Asia:
In the Context of Global Changes

the rise of varied sophisticated technologies, including the
emergence of global communications networks. Indonesia
internet users’ penetration in 2016, according to the report
of internetlivestats.com, is 20.4% of the population. It means
that more than 50 million Indonesian are actively access the
internet via any kind of devices (computers, smartphones, or
online video games) in the past 12 months. We do understand
that the internet has brought significant changes in our lives.
As a new media, internet’s broad accessibility is an attractive
pull factor. It enables users to leverage their knowledge and
skills by exploring many things that may not be provided by
conventional media.

A study by Ilana Gershon about internet utilization in
America found out that to Euro-Americans, the internet offers
wonder and horror (Gershon, 2011). The Internet allows users
to connect intimately from distance. And horror, at the perceived
risks that may emerge from these kinds of connections. We
probably can assume that social media represents modern public
sphere as stated by Jurgen Habermas. Social media, according to
Habermas, have fulfilled some important institutional criteria.
Those criteria are a disregard of status, domain of common
concern, and inclusivity. Vivian (2008 in Nasrullah, 2015)
stated that the emergence of new media is beyond traditional
media. Internet enables people to communicate with their
remote relatives and colleagues cheaply and in a real time. There
are not geographic boundaries nor any interaction capacities
block the messages, except technological errors. Above all, the
most significant thing that differs new media to old media is its
interactivity character. Interactivity covers some details which
are spread, two-way communication, less control to the source,
media facilitate every audience, the audience can show their
own identity, and media ability to involve audience experience

in space and time (Nasrullah, 2014: 14).
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Fidler, with his thesis on mediamorphosis wrote that new
media, which is the result of media transformation, is built on
three basics principles. (a) Coevolution. This term is used to
delineate that every single communication tools are an integral
part of our culture. The ideas of coevolution can be drawn from
logical fact that men create and develop artifacts, instruments,
and other systems of technologies to facilitate their lives. Every
new technology, according to Fidler, is built over the old ones.
As a matter of fact, newer technologies will not suddenly
replace the old ones. This condition is called a coevolution and
coexistence. For instance, television has not been an obsolete
technology. Instead of being archaic, television technology
is getting highly developed and complex. The integration of
TV and internet generate smart TV, which is a real sample for
coexistence.

Coevolution is composed of communicator codes and
communication domains. Communicator codes is a system of
languages which are used to convey the messages. Language is
unarguably the most influential agent of change in technology
evolution history. The ability of the man in developing their
societies is achieved by knowledge and learning (Vlada and
Tugui, 2006). And the main instrument of knowledge and
learning is language. We must stay clear the term language is not
merely common daily written and spoken symbols. Language
broadly covers mathematical codes or algorithmic which are
used in computer programs.

Therefore, it is very logic as Fidler argued that basic
character of media is basically manifested by language. In other
words, a new form of any technologies, including mass media,
will not exist without the language, either spoken or written.
Technologies are built on continues researches where scientist
interact and communicate in scientific conversations by means
of language. Hence, it is an essential part of organization
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construction and survival as well as a scientific institution
(Scolari, 2009). On the other side, communication domains
consist of three, namely, interpersonal domain, broadcast
domain, and document domain. These domains describing the
developmental process of human communication.

The second and third parts of mediamorphosis
are convergence and complexity. The basic concept for
convergence was first presented by Nicholas Negroponte
with his MIT colleagues (Fidler, 2003: 39). He brought out
the idea of integrating three different kinds of industries into
a single medium. The construction of convergence proposed
by Negroponte was based on three big industries, i.e., motion
picture and broadcast industry; printed and publishing industry;
and computer Industry. Integration means that all those three
industries would create a new potential field for new media. It
is more to the transformation of some different entities to a new
one that is caused by the mixture process among them.

Present day, we have seen before eyes that Negroponte’s
structure of convergence has come true. Meanwhile, complexity
is to describe an unavoidable chaotic situation that may appear
as a side-effect of mediamorphosis. Nonetheless, human’s
system of lives (e.g. communication system) is adaptive. This
special characteristic allows changes taking place in media
transformation. All media formats may operate in a dynamic
socio-cultural atmosphere.

The Characteristics of New Media

What is new media? Lister, Dovey, Giddings, Grant, and
Kelly wrote in their book Social Media: A Critical Introduction
(2009) that new media are part of the much bigger landscape of
social, technological, and cultural change (p. 11). It is an epoch-
making phenomenon. Chen, Wu, and Wang (2011) broadly

define new media in terms of computer and communication
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technologies. Digitalization is the basis. Some media scholars
like Roger Fidler (2003), Chen et al (2011) have constructed
some characteristics of new media to distinguish it with the old
ones.

The Majority of new media researchers like Anderson
and Balamo (2008), Nichols (2008), and Pratt (2000) as
quoted by Lin, Li, Deng, and Lee (2013) define new media
in its technical aspects, including its digitally which has special
characteristics that differ it to conventional media. Those
digital characteristics are hypertextual, dispersal, virtuality,
modularity, multimodality, hybridity, interactivity, automation,
and variability. Lister et al emphasize the term “essential
qualities” to define the characteristics of a medium in question.
In general, the characteristics of new media can be divided
into two, namely, Technical characteristics and Socio-cultural
characteristics (Chen et al, 2011). The first ones are modularity,
multimodality, hybridity, and interactivity. Modularity means
that it is built on complicated program modules.

The characteristics of new media should have given us a
clear picture to highlight the interaction of two or more parties
in the same time where those involved are at the same level, albeit
they could be different in many aspects in the “real life”. Ilana
Gershon in her essay entitled On the Internet Everyone Knows
You're a Dog (2011) wrote that ethnographers (social media
researchers) are dealing with the complexity of internet users,
especially those digital natives. The complexity includes the
freeing potential of the internet and the inability to distinguish
and demarcate public and private information. It means that
the digital natives have the knowledge and skills to operate their
gadgets and surf the web but less concern in determining the
goals. Nevertheless, the digital natives according to Livingstone
have been uniquely sided both vulnerable as well as deft internet
users (in Gershon, 2011). Children’s ability in dealing with new




Social and Political Issues in Asia:
In the Context of Global Changes

technologies such as the internet are somehow far exceeded
the older generations’, although they are also easy to get hurt
mentally and emotionally.

Lister, et al (2009: 10-11) mentioned that new media
are associated with social, economic, and cultural changes. It
means that new media plays a significant role in the processes of
changing an sich. The indications are: (a) A shift from modernity
to postmodernity. New media is considered as a key market to
the structural changes in societies and economies with respect
to aesthetic and economic distinguishing traits. (b) Intensifying
processes of globalization. Globalization is generally defined
as a dissolving of national states and boundaries in relation to
the corporate organization, custom and cultures, trade, and
identities and beliefs. New media are an essential part of it. (c)
A replacement of an industrial age of manufacturing by a post-
industrial information age. (d) A decentering of established and
centralized geopolitical orders.

New Media Literacy Framework

Merriam-Webster online dictionary plainly defines literacy
as the ability to read and write and knowledge that relates to a
specified subject. As a matter of fact, the meaning of literacy
is far more complicated, especially if relates to socio-cultural
contexts. Kern (2000) outlined literacy as:

The use of socially, and historically, and culturally situated
practices of creating and interpreting meaning through text. It
entails at least a tacit awareness of the relationships between
textual conventions and their context of use and, ideally the
ability to reflect critically on those relationships. Because it is
purpose-sensitive, literacy is dynamic — not static — and variable
across and within discourse communities and cultures. It draws
on a wide range of cognitive abilities, on knowledge of genres,
and on cultural spoken language, on language of genres, and on
cultural knowledge.
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Kern’s denotation on literacy may give usa deep thought that
literacy is away far complicated than we ever think. It involves a
large landscape of social, historical, and cultural contexts which
interrelated each other. To find the relation between literacy
and (old/new) media, the five principles of literacy by Bailey
(2004) can be used. As stated by Bailey, literacy is (1) an action.
It is a set of actions and transitions in which people use reading
and writing for a personal and social purpose. This means that
social environment where the persons live is an integral part in
doing literacy actions. There is an intended purpose when one
reading newspaper or watching TV, or texting. (2) A move within
a discourse practice. Encoding and producing text are not only
basic things when an individual committing a literate action.
There are sets of expectations and social conventions involved.
This point shows that one’s frame of reference determines
their actions when accessing media. A gadget freak would be
more attracted to techno and gaming magazines, rather than
recipes books. (3) becoming literate depends on knowledge of
social conventions and on individual problem-solving. Everyone
has competencies in media literacy. Yet, the level of literacy
may be different. In a religious community, being literate can
be having skills in memorizing God’s holy book. (4) 7he basic
Jfoundational skills in learning to be literate are the skills one needs
to read situations; to plan, organize, and revise; to build and
negotiate meaning; to use and adapt conventions, and to figure
out what the new discourses expect and how to enter them. (5) The
literate action opens the door to metacognitive and social awareness.
Literacy as a social, cognitive act create some opportunities for
strategic thinking and reflection that are absent in pedagogy of
textual conventions and correctness.

Those principles show that literacy concept is in strong
relation with discourse practices (which are disseminated
through media): texts, knowledge, social awareness, and social
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conventions. Livingstone (2004) said that literacy “covers the
interpretation of all complex, mediated symbolic text broadcast
or published on electronic communication networks; at the
same time, because historically it has been tied to particular
media forms and technologies...”(p. 3). Workshop on Media
Literacy held in Indonesia in 2011 resulted in a new definition
of media literacy. It is “a competency to take advantage from
media critically, consists of media knowledge, the ability to
search and choose media content and to produce media content
for special purposes” (in Hendriyani and Guntarto, 2011).
Another definition is the sum of knowledge, skills, and attitudes
which citizens need to act in a conscious, critical, and active way
within a complex, changing, and the fundamentally medialised
world (RvC as quoted by Nijboer and Hammerburg, 2009:
37). It is very clear that there is not a big different between
media literacy and New Media literacy. The term new is more
to technological aspect embedded in media which is caused by
technology developments.

Kellner said that new technologies demand new literacies.
Media literacy gives a broad concept on the standard
competencies one should have. It covers all types of media. On
the other hand, new media literacy concept is specifically limited
to new media. Cervi, Paredes, & Tomero (2010 as quoted by
Lin et al, 2013) said that literacy has developed generally from
classic literacy (e.g. reading and writing), to audiovisual literacy
(e.g. related to electronic media), to digital literacy (e.g. related
to digital media), and to new media literacy (e.g. related to
internet and web 2.0). According to Lin et al, theoretically, the
framework of new media literacy has not yet been profoundly
developed. Lin et al pointed out that many scholars define
new media literacy ‘as a combination of information skills,
conventional literacy skills, and social skills (p. 162). Thus, new
media literacy is, in fact, multiliteracies.
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Chen et al in their article Unpacking New Media Literacy
(2011), offered a theoretical framework to assess new media
literacy skills. The proposed NML by Chen et al was the
preliminary framework. It is simply divided into four categories.
Meanwhile, Lin et al (2013) tried to provide a complex
conception on NML based on the previous framework. Lin et
al admit that the extended NML framework is exploratory. The
refined framework focuses on two limitations in previous NML
concept. Those limitations are on the unclear division among
the four types of NML and the absence of differentiation
between web 1.0 and 2.0 whereas the distinction is important
to distinguish culture of media (p. 163).

As attested by Chen et al (2011), new media literacy
framework is divided into two categories. First is from
consuming to prosuming literacy and the other is from functional
to critical literacy. Each category contains two types of literacy:
Functional Consuming (FC), Critical Consuming (CC),
Functional Prosuming (FP), and Critical Prosuming (CP). The
consuming literacy is the ability to access media message and use
media at various proficiency levels, while prosuming literacy is
the ability to produce media content (e.g. messages) in addition
to consuming level (Chen et al, 2011: 85). Furthermore, Chen
et al argued that all aspects are integrated one to another. This
means that they are interrelated. Therefore, consuming aspect
should be implied in prosuming aspect. For example, before
responding to someone’s ideas on Twitter of Whatsapp by
creating messages, one should read and comprehend the ideas.

Chen et al quoted TofHler (1980), called one who has the
prosuming competency as “prosumer”. A prosumer is both
producer and consumer. A prosumer produce media content
whose half of the production is for exchange and half is for self-
use. So, media prosumption complies two aspects, creating and
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producing media content and participating in media usage (p.
85). Chen etal (2011) underlined that one’s new media literacy
does not only consist of neutral technical skills but also social
and cultural practices. Functional literacy is an individual’s
textual meaning making and use of media tools and content.
Critical literacy, on the other side, is the ability on analyzing,
evaluating, and critiquing media. Functional literacy is a
substantial element of critical literacy.

The New Media Literacy Framework by Chen etal and Lin

et al consecutively as follows:
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NEW MEDIA LITERACY AND SPREAD HOAXES

NML model built by Lin et al provides more comprehensive
indicators for each competency. The framework is based on
the previous model of Chen et al. There are still four types of
NML with a detailed explanation for each skill. The functional
consuming skills are the lowest competence that composed of
functional and critical literacy. Consuming skill is one’s ability
to access new media to get intended information. Consuming
skill means that one can utilize hardware and software to search
and locate information. One’s ability to make use of search
engines and finding some information through it is kind of
consuming literacy. And today, the search engine has become
users favorite to find out answers to everything. Hence, users
can operate devices and know what they ought to do before
doing so. They know kinds of sim cards, how to insert it, how
to add credits, and install applications.

Consuming skills. Most of the new media users, whether
adults or digital natives, practically acknowledge the “how
to” but not “why and what”. They know to switch on/ off
computers or smartphones; they know the changes of android
nomenclature; they know kinds of social media and instant
messengers, but they are not aware of the similarities and
differences between web 1.0 and web 2.0. Nonetheless, few of
those digital users are really care if messages or information they
got from social media, webs, or instant messengers come from
trustworthy sources. When an individual is capable of grasping
messages from media at the literal level, it means that he/ she
understands what he/she is doing. Lin et al said that one’s ability
to get other people’s ideas in different types of media (books,
blogs, etc.) as well as to interpret the meaning of new short
forms or emoticons are included in this skill. At this point,
most of the netizens may not have difficulties in interpreting
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messages. They concern only with what is apparently provided.
An individual with this type of literacy is likely to share what
they read and believe without serious effort to find out whether
it is true or false.

Another type of NML in consuming literacy is critical
consuming. Its skill level is higher than of functional literacy
although they occupy the same locus. Critical consuming has
three skills: evaluation, synthesis, and analyses. Analyses mean
that one is capable of deconstructing media messages (Lin et
al, 2013: 164). It is more to semiotic textual analyses. One
occupied with analytical skill is able to comprehend that media
content is not neutral. All messages are framed and constructed
based on certain purposes. If an individual has the ability in
doing such skill, they will check and re-check the messages they
read before deciding to share it or not. Synthesis refers to one’s
capability in remixing media content in a meaningful manner
(Lin et al, 2013: 164). This ability is related to individual’s skill
in reconstructing media messages. Comparing the information
about the same news from different types of media is the
example. So, if someone gets a broadcast screenshot on the
adultery deed of a famous religious figure, she or he will not
directly confirm it as a truth. Evaluation refers to onée’s ability to
question, critic, and challenge the credibility of media content
(Lin et al: 164). When interpreting media messages, ones shall
evaluate the content by deconstructing and reconstructing it. By
doing so, they will know what issues (e.g. ideology, economic
and political hegemony) used to construct the messages. If
we notice, it is a little hard to differentiate those three skills.
Evaluation, as stated by Lin et al, involve decision-making
process which is not underlined in analyses and synthesis.

Prosuming media literacy consists of Prosuming skills,
Distribution, Production, Participation, and creation. In
general, prosuming skill refers to individual’s technical
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capability of producing media content. This technical skill is
composed of the ability to set up an online account (e.g. email,
social media, and instant messenger); to create and modify
digital artifacts by using certain software (e.g. pictures, videos);
to make programs with computers or gadgets (e.g. tablets,
smartphone). Distribution indicator refers to individual’s ability
to directly propagate media messages. Buckingham’s point of
view regarding this indicator, as quoted by Lin et al (2013:
165), is that the most significant developments in recent years
have been to do with technologies of distribution rather that of
production. At this level, we get a clearer viewpoint why new
media content can spread nearly in time and place. For instance,
we like and share our friend’s postings on Facebook after finding
out that it is in accordance with our own attitudes. Production
is related to one’s capability in making an exact copy (duplicate)
of media contents partly or completely. Participation indicates
a circumstance when a media user is capable of participating
interactively and critically in the complex nature of new media.
The last indicator of prosuming media literacy is creation. It
refers to individual’s abilities to create media content with a
critical understanding of socio-cultural values and ideology
issues (Lin et al, 2013: 166).

CONCLUSION

According to our point of view, hoaxes may be considered
as irresponsible information that tends to propagate lies and to
build misperception, especially through social media. This paper
has come to a conclusion that new media literacy framework is
applicable to categorize the characteristics of new media users.
There should be serious attempts to implement the new media
literacy education in formal institutions. It is useless to fight
hoaxes, hate speech, pornification, or other fraudulent actions
on the internet without eliminating the causing factors.
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JAPAN NEW SECURITY POLICY OF 2015:
THE REASONS BEHIND AND IMPACT
TOWARD JAPAN DOMESTIC POLITICS

Irsadanar, Rafyoga J.P
Universitas Muhamamdiyah Yogyakarta

INTRODUCTION

As Japan World War 2 lost, the Allies particularly the United
States held the highest authority of Tokyo during the vacuum of
power. As the highest authority, the United States major action
during the control was reformulating the constitution of Japan.
The most significant part of the constitution to be talked about
in this paper is the Article 9 about Japanese Military Policy. This
article, which was agreed by the Japanese society at that time
and came into effect on May 3, 1947, contains a fact that Japan
was not allowed to have military forces but Jeitai or Self Defense
Forces (Umeda, 2006). Since the date, Japanese society lives under
the pacifism with almost no significant protest regarding the
constitution. This pacifism was strongly supported by the fact that
United States will put their military base in Japan to be known as
United States Force Japan (U.S Forces Japan Official Webpage).

After a long conduct period of Article 9 among Japanese
society, the Japanese government was surprisingly formulated a
new security policy that is not in line with the Article 9. Shinzo
Abe Parliament was successfully passed the new security policy
democratic process to end Japanese pacifism by enabling Japan to
dispatch its troop abroad to protect other states especially close ally
such as the United States other than self-defense only (Economist,
2015). During this 7 decades, Japan is only possessed their right
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to protect themselves as individual-defense other than collective
defense to protect other states. Prior to that, it was predicted that
the amendment would create a big shock toward Japanese society
that is peacefully living their pacifism over 7 decades. We may start
to wonder why the Japanese government is “suddenly” formulating
a new security policy despite to stick with the constitution that
was legitimate among the Japanese society over decades and how
Japanese society is affected by the huge shock.

This paper discusses the reasons behind the new security
policy and analyzing what are the further implications toward
Japanese society. To find the reason behind new security policy
it includes the 3 level of influence in shaping foreign policy;
global influence, state influence and individual influence. In
global influence, this paper discusses how Japan is pushing by
the fact that Japan cannot avoid terrorist attack even though it
has not involved in armed conflict and also the pushes of global
along with regional security peacekeeping. The pressure to do
more active participation under the campaign of UN Peace
Keeping Operations (PKO), ISIS attack, and Senkaku-Diayou
dispute and North Korean nuclear improvement will be the
main cases. In state influence, this paper will argue that Japan
was influenced by its demand to keep the existence of United
States in Japan strong since the United States starts to decline.
On the individual influence, it was supported by the Shinzo
Abe ambition to create a better military relation with the
United States and make his grandfather ambition in the past
come true. Then this paper will analyze that this new security
policy has created a big debate and major visible rejection from
Japanese society that the public opinion could shape the foreign
policy, in which the revision of Article 9 has less possibility to
happen. At the end, this paper could conclude what is the new
security policy impact toward Japanese society domestic politics
and the reason behind new security policy.
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This paper lies on two theories, the first one is Charles
Kengley 3 level of influence and David Easton decision
making process theory. First, according to Charles Kengley,
there are three levels of analysis on how a country generates
their behavior, they are a global influence, state influence, and
individual influence. The global level of analysis emphasizes that
the condition of the international environment may impact
the foreign policy behavior of a state. State level of analysis is
an approach that sees how internal conditions in a state could
influence the state foreign policy. The individual level of analysis
is an analytical perspective that concerns the psychological and
personality variable that pushes people to do something, such
as making foreign policy, on this case is the influential foreign
policymaker and leader on the state (Charles Kengley, 2013).

Second, according to David Easton system theory, a political
system is about input from society (demand and support) that
is proceeded by the government through a political system that
leads to an output (decisions and policies). After that, those
decisions and policies that are presented to the society will lead
to another input that is feedbacks and critics toward that policy
(Budiarjo, 1977).

RESEARCH METHOD

This research was done using qualitative research method by
collecting information from reliable sources and analyzed using the
theoretical framework mentioned in the previous part.

FINDING AND ANALYSIS
Pushes toward Japan: Policy Making Multi-Level Analysis

In September 2015, it is such a huge distinctive step of
Japan under Shinzo Abe leadership and Liberal Democratic
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Party passed new security legislation that allows the Japanese
army to fight abroad if Japan mainland or close ally is under
attack. Prior to that, Japanese Article 9 was being reinterpreted
some points to be allowing Japan to participate the overseas
military operation. What are actually the factors that push
Japan? Behind the current situation, there are reasons for that.

The First is the global level of influence. Since the very
beginning, Japanese existence in the world peacekeeping is
already been very appreciated and high expected. This high
expectation and appreciation at the same time create a huge
pressure toward Japan to participate more in the peacekeeping.
It is known that in 2005 Japan along with Germany, India and
Brazil are conducting a joint campaign in the United Nations
Security Council Reform in the expansion of UNSC members.
France, United Kingdom, and the United States are strongly
supporting Japan candidacy (National Archive of United
Kingdon, 2008). Being the candidate member of UNSC is
strongly showing that Japan was expected to participate on the
highest level of peacekeeping as the member of UNSC.

The biggest and most significant global influence is the push
toward Japan to increase its participation in the world security
since the Japanese UN Peacekeeping Operation (PKO) needs to
be improved by using collective self-defense. In 1991, Japan was
introducing “International Peace Cooperation Law” that possesses
Japan the right to send its troops for UN peacekeeping under
UN Command. Regardless the fact that it was limited to logistic
support only Japan did contribute there, since its first application
of policy in 1992, Japan has contributed to UN peacekeeping
operations in Angola, Cambodia, Mozambique, El Salvador and
the Golan Heights (Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1997).

However, even though Japanese participation in the PKO
is highly appreciated, the global community, represented by the
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United States sees that Japanese participation could be improved.
Along 2015, United States showed a high pressure toward UN
members to increase its UN peacekeeping participation those
are: visiting Brussels in March to push EU member to increase
in peacekeeping participation after retreating for 2 decades
and pushing the improvement of the UN peacekeeping in the
meeting of 50 member states in New York through lobbying. In
September 2015, the Washington pressure paid off by the fact
that dozens of countries were reported to prepare their troops
to fulfill the pressure (McGreal, 2015).

The United States does not directly push Japan on this
case, but we can see that the United States has been supportive
toward Japan’s rearmament since Cold War starts (Soeya, 1998).
Since the United States and Japan is very close ally, we can read
that since Japan is also on its way to deploying its military by
reinterpreting its constitution to support U.S campaign of
global peacekeeping above

Another global influence that affects Japanese policy was
the security issue development inside the region. Basically,
there are 2 major regional security pressures toward Japan; the
development of China’s assertiveness and North Korea nuclear
project pressed Japan to participate in the peacekeeping in the
region. One other major factor that worsens the situation is
the declining of United States Military Power in the region,
particularly in Japan.

The first pressure is coming from the China military reform
in which they are doubling their military power. It was known
that after the Cold War, the East Asian Leaders vocally stated
the thing that they do not want: (1) the domination of China
and (2) withdrawal of United States presence in East Asia as the
containment of Chinese power (Goh, 2011). Recently, the first
thing that East Asia does not want above is having a tendency
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to happen; Xi Jinping reform the Chinese military to be more
assertive. The assertiveness is bothering Japan in two ways: (1)
China claim on Senkaku-Daiyou Island and (2) China extreme
claim in the South China Sea.

The China claim of Senkaku Island was actually a long-
term problem compared to the recent new security policy
issues. On the other hand, the diplomatic talk between Tokyo
and Beijing regarding Senkaku Island hasn’t been successful for
decades (Goh, 2011). The possibility of military confrontation
keeps increasing between both countries, but as long as Japanese
military cannot join the arms race in the region, China will
be always one-step ahead of Japan that could lead to a bigger
assertiveness that nobody wants. Thus, according to security
dilemma theory, this situation is possibly becoming a conflict
since everyone has a weapon but at the other side creating
deterrence effect from war since nobody wants destruction.

Meanwhile in South China Sea dispute, in the conflict, it is
known that China is the most assertive country. China claim is
extremely wide until it extended into the other countries border
such as this picture beside says (Stearns, 2015). China claims 9
dash-line, it created U-shape and the size is about 3.5 million
square kilometers. Those kinds of claim are based on historical
record and geographical proximity. This kind of concept and
map are declared on 1947 by Communist People’s Republic
(ABC News, 2016). In this time, China refuses to clarify the

exact of their claims.

China’s assertiveness has also built high-frequency radar,
communication towers, and observation posts under construction
on Cuarteron Reef (Reynolds, 2014). Besides the radar system,
China also established airstrips in the Spratly Islands (Mchugh,
2015). The airstrip is equipped with the missiles on the surface
and air of disputed island (Hunt, 2016). This is indeed triggered
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the higher tension with other states which its claim is going
beyond their borders such as Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, and
the Philippines. Philippine is known to be one who is the most
threatened by China because its vital islands are being claimed.

Due to that extreme assertiveness, Philippines long-time
close ally United States is into this conflict on the side of
Philippines. Recently the United States was sending warplanes
to push the China’s assertiveness as an ally (Moss, 2016).
To be remembered, United States is a close ally of Japan in
which this condition pushes Japan to have its own military for
peacekeeping, which is aimed to help the United States, the
Philippines to push China’s assertiveness (Cahiles, 2016). If
there is a balance of power in the South China Sea, which Japan
could prove its power there, it is more likely that Japan will get
less any threat from China as the theory.

The other major global influence regarding regional
security is the North Korea aggressive nuclear weapon
improvement. April 2016, the rate of activity and movement
of North Korea nuclear improvement has been doubled since
March 2016, which strongly alleged to be the fifth nuclear test
(Johnson, 2016). The Japanese new security policy might help
the peacekeeping since it could improve the balance of power
in the region against North Korea. For decades, South Korea
and Japan was mainly relying on the United States presence
in the region to counterbalance the North Korean nuclear
improvement (Goh, 2011).

Lastly, there are many rapid changes of global security
circumstances that Japan has to adapt. Japan has to be ready to
the more assertive threats toward them. One of the major factors
that triggered Shinzo Abe to generate a new security policy is
when Japanese legitimacy in the world security is being doubted
after the execution of the two Japanese citizens Kenji Goto and

Bl
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Haruna Yukawa by the ISIS (Flacker, 2015). The inability of
Japan to deploy its military forces abroad and its principal
for not negotiating with terrorist creates paradox problematic
situation for Japan. At one side, the G8 agreement in 2013
“not to negotiate with terrorist” will damage Japanese relation
with close allies such as European countries and the United
States if Japan decided to pay the $200 million ransom to the
ISIS as well as encouraging the terrorist for more abduction.
Meanwhile, Japan has no authority to deploy a military
evacuation of the hostages due to the pacifist constitution that
Japan has, since the Self-Defense Forces are only available to
protect Japanese Mainland. Requesting help for an ally to do
military evacuation such as the United States will be really hard
for Washington itself since they will put their army members at
risk for others’ state citizen sake. Other than that, United States
Forces in Japan is only authorized to maintain peacekeeping in
the areas of Japan, according to Treaty of Mutual Cooperation
and Security between Japan and The United States of America
in 1960 (Japan - U.S Security Treaty, 1960).

It was so unfortunate that Japanese government failed to
save Kenji and Haruna at the end while ISIS stated that they
will keep threatening Japanese and Japanese nightmare just
started. In action toward this, Japan was attempting to increase
the security in their embassies abroad which it is believed to
give more protection toward Japanese outside their m